A COPY of Arch=Biſhop TILLOTSON's 
LETTER to His FRIEND. {/© 
SIR, 


| erftand by Mr. Faneways Letter ro my Son, that your Diſtemper growe::: +: 
noob Borg you ein why ſo faft,I am very ſenſible how much eaſier it is 
to give Advice againſt trouble in the caſe of anorher, then to rake 1t in our own. It 
bath pleaſed God ro Exerciſe me of lare with a very foreTryal in the loſs of my Dear 
and Only Child, itn which I do perfectly ſubmir ro his good Pleaſure, firmly believing 
that he does always whar is beſt; and yer tho' Reaſon be ſatisfied, our Paſſion is nor ſo ſoon 
Appeaſed; and when Narure hath received a Wound, time muſt be allowed for the Healing 
df ir. Since that Ged harh rhoughr fir ro give me a nearer Summons and a cloſer of my Mor- 
tality in the danger of an Apoplexy, which yer 1 thank God hath occaſioned no very Melan- 
choly Reflections, bur this perhaps is more owing to natural Temper than to Philotophy and 
wiſe Conſiderations ; Your Caſe 1 know is very different, who are of a Temper naturally 
Melancholy, and under a Diſtemper apr to increaſe ir ; for beth which, great Allowances are 
robe niade. And yer methinks borh Reaion ard Religion do offer ro us Conſiderations of 
thar Solidiry and Strengtli, as may very well ſupport our Spirirs under all che Infirmiries and 
Frailties of the Fleſh, ſucti as theſe ; that God is perfect Love and Gcodneis, that we are 
nor only his Crearures, bat his Children, and as deat ro him, as to our ſelves. that he does 
nor afflict willingly, nor gricye the Children of Men; and har all Evils and AfiiQtions which 
ſhall befall us, are intended for the Cure and Prevention of greaterEvils, of Sin and Puniſh- 
ment: And therefore we ought nor only ro ſubmit ro them with Patience, as Leing deſerved 
by us, bur co receive them with thankfulneſs, as being deſigned by him, to do us thar good, 
afd ro bring us to thar ſence of him, and ovr ſelves, which perhaps nothing elſe would have 
donnie; thar the Sufferings of rhis preſent rime ate bur ſhort and flight, with that extream and 
endleſs Miſery Which we havedeſerved ; and with that excceding and ctetnal weight of Glo- 
ry which we hope for in the ottier World : Tharif we be careful ro make the beſt Preparari- 
en wecan for Dearhand Erernity , Wharever brings us nearer to our End, britgs us nearer 
to Happineſs; and how rugged ſoeverthe Way be, the Comfort is that it leads roour Farhers 
Houle, where we ſhall want nothing that we can wiſh. When we labour under a Diftemper, 
that threatens our Life, whar would we not be content to beat in order to a perfect Recove- 
ry? could we bur be aſſured of ir: And ſhow'd we hor be willing roehdure much more,in or- 
der ro Happineſs, and that Eternal Life which God that cannot Lye hath promiſed. Narure 
I know is fond of Life, and apr ro be ſtill Lingering afrer a longer Continuance here ; and 
| yera long Life with the uſual Burdens and Infirmiries of it, is ſeldom deſirable ; it is bur rhe 
{ame thing over again or worſe. So many more Days and Nights, Summers and Winters, a 
repetition of rhe {ame Pleaſure, bur with leſs Pleaſure and Reliſh, every day a return of the 
ſame, or greater Painsor Trouble, but with leſs Patience and Strengrhto bear them. 

Theſe and the like Confiderarions I uſe ro Entertain my lelf withall, nor only with Content- 
ment, bur with Comfort, though wir? grear inequaliry of Temper ar ſeveral times, and with 
much mixture of Humane Frajiry, whick will always flick ro us while we ate in this World. 
However by thee kind ot Thoughts, Death becomes more familiar with us, and we ſhall be 
able by Degrees ro bring our minds clo;c up to tr, withour ſtarting ar ir, The greareſt render. 
neſs end with my ſelf, is with regard ro {ome near Relations, elpeE.aily the dear and conſtant 
Companions of my Life, which 7 muſt confeſs dorh very ſenſibly rouch me, burthen I conſi- 
der, and {o [ hope will they alſo, rhar chis Seperation will be bur for a lirtle while, and thar 
though [ leave them in a bad Worid, yer under the care of a good God, who can be more 
and berter to thern then all other Relations, and will certainly be ſo rothoſe thar Love him, 
and Hope in his Mercy. T ſhall nor need roadviſe you whar ro do, and whart uſe ro make 
of this time of your Viliration, I have reaſon ro beleive that you have been careful in rhe 
time of your Healchro prepare for this Evil Day, and have been converſant in thoſe Books, 
which give the beft Nirections to this purpoſe, and have nor, as too many do, pur of the 
great Work of your Life ro rhe End of it : And chen you have nothing now te ' do, bur as 
well asyou can under your preſent Weakneſs and Pains, ro renew your Repentance for all 
the Errors and Miſcarriages of your Lile, and earneſtly beg Gods Pardon and Forgiveneſs of 
them, for his Sake who is the propiration for our Sins, ro Comfort your ſelf in the Good - 
nels and Prom! ſes of God,and theHope of tha-Happineſs which you areready roenter into,and 
in the mean time ro Exerciſe Faith and Patience for a litrle while, be of goodCourage ſince 
you {ee Land the Srorm you arein will quickly be over, and then ir will be as if it had never 
been, or ratherche Remembrance of ir will bea Pleaſure. Ido not uſe ro write ſuch long 
Letters, bur 1 do hearrily Compaſſionare your Caſe, and ſhould be glad if I could ſuggeſt a« 
ny thing rhar wight help ro mirigare your Troubles, and make rbar ſharp and rough Way, 
rhrough which you are to pals into a better World, more ſmooth and eafie. I Pray God, 
fir us bo:h for thar great Change which we muſt once undergoe, and if we be bur in any 

ood Meaſure fir for ir, ſooner or later makes no great difference. Icommend you to the 
*ather of Mercies, and the God of all Conſolation, beſeeching him ro increaſe your Faith and 
Parience, and to ftand by you in rhe laft and grear Conflict, rhat when you walk through 
the Valley of the Shaddow of Death, you may fear no Evil, and when your Hearrs fails, and 
Strength fails, you may find him the Strengrh of yoar Hearr and your Portion for ever, Far« 


wel my good Friend, and while we are here ler us Pray for one another, that we may have a 
Joy ful mzering in another Worid. I reft 
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Teur truly Aﬀetiionats Friend and Servant, 
JOHN TILLOTFTSON: 
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